
Working as a Family Lawyer in the Collaborative Process

Licensures and Training for Attorneys
· Licensed member in good standing with the State Bar of Texas 

Professional Experience and Knowledge
· Understanding of the Texas Family Code

· Understanding of Texas Community Property Laws, including characterization, tracing and reimbursement issues

· Understanding the various methods for valuation and division of assets

· Child support and spousal maintenance/contractual alimony issues

· Parenting Plans

· Family violence dynamics

· Basic understanding of taxation issues

Training
· 2-Day Basic Training course in Collaborative Law that includes interest-based negotiations (provided by CLI-TX and others).

· Basic Interdisciplinary Training, preferably the Texas model, to be completed after Basic Training.

· General conflict resolution or ADR training including mediation, interest based negotiations, etc.

Organizations
· Maintain membership in the Collaborative Law Institute of Texas and the International Association of Collaborative Professionals.

· Join a Practice Group or local gathering of collaborative professionals.

Suggested Reading 
· Protocols of Practice for Collaborative Family Lawyers (on CLI website)

· Collaborative Practice Participation Agreement (on CLI website)

· Texas statutes on collaborative law

· CLI-TX approved forms 

